JOHN OSBORNE SARGENT PRIZE

2023-2024

METRICAL TRANSLATION INTO ENGLISH
OF A LYRIC POEM OF HORACE

Odes 4.15

S

For the 2023-2024 academic year, the John Osborne Sargent Prize of $600 is offered for
the best metrical translation of Horace Odes 4.15 into contemporary English (i.e.,
avolding archaisms in language and style). To render natural English it may generally be
necessary to depart from Latin word order, unless a special effect 1s achieved by preserving
it. We provide below links to examples of contemporary English translations of
Horace’s Odes that work well as English poems:

J. D. McClatchy, ed., Horace, The Odes: New 1ranslations by Contemporary Poets
David Ferrv, The Odes of Horace

Students may use whichever meter they wish and should indicate the meter on the
submission.

Further details on this and other prizes may be obtained from the website of the Prize
Oftice (http://prizes.fas.harvard.edu) or by email (prizes@harvard.edu).

Rules

All submissions must be made under a pseudonym and must conform to the directions
on the submission website: (https://tinyurl.com/classicsprizes2024). Only the pseudonym
should appear on the translation, and the submitter’s real name should not. See
submission form for details.

Eligibility

The competition 1s open to admitted Extension School Bachelor Degree candidates,
Undergraduates, and Visiting Undergraduates under the Faculty of Arts and Sciences.

Deadline

Last day of spring classes: Wednesday, April 24, 2024, 5 p.m.
This deadline applies to all students graduating in May 2024 or later.

QUESTIONS?

https://classics.fas.harvard.edu/prizes-undergraduate
classics@fas.harvard.edu



https://hollis.harvard.edu/permalink/f/1lqd3jo/01HVD_ALMA512492127260003941
https://id.lib.harvard.edu/alma/990076005860203941/catalog
https://tinyurl.com/classicsprizes2024
https://classics.fas.harvard.edu/prizes-undergraduate
mailto:classics@fas.harvard.edu

Phoebus volentem proelia me loqui
victas et urbes increpuit lyra,
ne parva Tyrrhenum per aequor
vela darem. Tua, Caesar, aetas

fruges et agris rettulit uberes )
et signa nostro restituit Iovi

derepta Parthorum superbis

postibus et vacuum duellis

T[anum Quirini clausit et ordinem

rectum evagantl frena licentiae 10
miecit emovitque culpas
et veteres revocavit artes

per quas Latinum nomen et Italae
crevere vires famaque et imper1
porrecta maiestas ad ortus 15

solis ab Hesperio cubil.

Custode rerum Caesare non furor
civilis aut vis exiget otium,
non ira, quae procudit enses
et miseras mimicat urbes. 20

Non qui profundum Danuvium bibunt
edicta rumpent Iulia, non Getae,

non Seres infidique Persae,

non Tanain prope flumen ort.

Nosque et profestis lucibus et sacris 25
mter 10cosi munera Liber1
cum prole matronisque nostris

rite deos prius adprecati,

virtute functos more patrum duces
Lydis remixto carmine tibiis 30
Trolamque et Anchisen et almae

progeniem Veneris canemus.
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